
October - November 2026

The weather is still quite warm, but summer is supposed to be almost behind us.
We can always hope!  Your assignment for summer church school was to read the
first two books of the Bible, Genesis and Exodus. It’s not too late.  What I started
last fall, I will try to finish before the Advent/Christmas season.

I recently spent time in Reno, Nevada, for the semi-annual denomination meeting
called The Presbytery. The meeting is composed of representatives and pastors
from the churches in Nevada and the eastern part of California.  I serve on a
committee that deals with other pastors and those inquiring to be pastors called
the Committee on Ministry. We met one young man who is really interested.
Wonderful experience. We also heard about many wonderful mission experiences
especially working with addiction and people leaving prison.
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November

The year is really starting to roll. Preacher Doyle will hold forth on a sermon or
two, but on Sunday, November 8th, the church wants to have as many of our
military veterans or surviving spouses for Veterans Day. Be here, so the
congregation can know you.  And then, as an added bonus, Sunday, November
29th, our speaker will be our own learned Bible scholar, Ed Nolan. Be there.

Preacher Doyle

October

In October, I’ll begin preaching from the Book of Exodus on the matchless Moses,
the Israelites in the desert, Mount Sinai and the Ten Commandments. Look also
during that time for Bible study to start up again. It will be either on Genesis or The
Gospel according to Mark. Led jointly by Rabbi and myself. Or just me.  

Fear not, congregation. On Sunday, October 25th, you will be gifted with that
wonderful Lutheran pastor, Mark Wickstrom. This is Reformation Sunday, and
these crazy Lutherans started all this commotion.



To request prayer 
or to join the 

Prayer Team contact 
Skip Clayborn 
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Please consider joining our Prayer Team! All are welcome to
participate, and your prayers truly make a difference in the lives of
those in our church family and community. If you would like to be
added to the Prayer Team email list, simply send me a text, email, or
phone call with your email address.
A few helpful reminders when submitting prayer requests: Please
provide the person’s full name whenever possible. To protect
privacy, specific ailments or medical details should not be included
in emailed prayer requests. And, when sharing a prayer request
during church, please remember to speak clearly and loudly into the
microphone so everyone can hear.
Thank you to everyone who faithfully lifts these requests in prayer.
Your prayers are a wonderful blessing!



Fall is fast approaching and the weather will soon begin to change. We can enjoy our
cool mornings and beautiful afternoons.

Our Mission got together for a lunch meeting in April before members began to leave
for the summer. We said our goodbyes to Renae Garland. We all wish Renae and
Patrick the best in their new state and home. She will be missed in our group. 

We welcome Tricia Sheilds as a new member of our group. 

Joanne Campbell and I visited over the summer Highland Manor, Mesa Valley and
the BeeHive nursing home. Shawl and lap quilts were delivered to each. Shawls were
delivered to the birthing center in St. George and the dialysis center in Mesquite.
Two quilts went to the women's shelter. The Salvation Army received both items. 7
shawls and 3 lap quilts were given over the summer in our congregation.

Thank you to all who support and contribute yarn and material. You are all a
Blessing.

Shirley
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I wanted to share something with you. Jason’s wife’s dad is very sick with cancer and
several other health problems. He’s going through chemo and radiation and has also had
to have a feeding tube.
I took the Prayer Quilt that you gave Mom and passed it along to them because I think
he needs all the prayers he can get. Kristine said that when she gave it to him, he got
teary, and he even took it with him to his radiation treatment. 😌
It made me so happy to be able to share the blessing you sent to Mom with someone else
in need. 🥰
Thanks,  Diane

The following from Diane VanDyke is a beautiful example of how the
prayer shawls and blankets spread God’s love and comfort.  

DIane wrote as follows:

A Blessing Shared



The Women’s Mission took a little break in July and August, but that didn’t stop
them from spreading a little kindness! In celebration of the Fourth of July, the
group prepared food baskets and delivered them to the Salvation Army for 10
Mesquite seniors.

Looking ahead, the Women’s Mission is excited to try a new project suggested by
a member of our congregation: a “Reverse Advent Calendar.” Instead of receiving
something each day during Advent, the idea is to give something for each day.
The Salvation Army will provide a list of 40 items that they regularly need to
stock their pantry. Members of our congregation will then have the opportunity
to volunteer to purchase or provide those items as an Advent gift to our
neighbors in need.

The Women’s Mission will coordinate this project on a trial basis this year to see
how it goes. Please consider volunteering to participate! More information and
the list of needed items will be coming soon.

The group also plans to resume its monthly food basket ministry throughout the
fall and winter, providing food baskets for 10 local seniors each month. There are
many ways to help, and everyone is welcome!

The Women’s Mission meets on the second Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
at the church. Come join us and be part of this meaningful opportunity to serve
and care for our neighbors.
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Late breaking News!  Men’s Group will meet Monday, October 12  at 11:30 at Wedgiesth



Make a Joyful Noise!

Have you been thinking about sharing your musical gifts with our church family? We
would love to have you join us! Our music ministry is always looking for new voices
and musicians to help make worship at VPC even more meaningful and joyful.
Our church choir welcomes everyone—whether you’ve sung in a choir for years or
simply love to sing. We typically sing once a month, with just one or two rehearsals
the week before. Have a favorite hymn you’d love to hear us sing? We’d love to hear
your suggestion! To join the choir or share a hymn idea, please contact Linda
Shannon or Mary Bowers.
We’re also looking for accompanists and guest musicians. If you play piano, guitar, or
another instrument and would enjoy sharing your talent during worship, please
consider joining us! Pastor Ross believes music speaks to the soul and is always
delighted to include special music that enriches our worship services.
Whether you sing, play an instrument, or simply have a heart for worship, there’s a
place for you in our music ministry! Come share your gifts, meet new friends, and
help us make a joyful noise together. For more information about volunteering as a
musician, please contact Karen Warner in the church office.
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We are grateful to the guest speakers who shared the pulpit this summer. Their
willingness to share their time, talents, and messages with our congregation provided
welcome support for Pastor Ross and enriched our summer worship. We thank each of
them for being part of our church family during these special Sundays.

Kurt Dampf of The Gideons International Col. George Miller

Rev. Hilda Pecoraro Pastor Christopher Wall
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A heartfelt Thank You! to everyone who volunteered throughout the summer to help
our Sunday mornings run smoothly. As we begin a new season together, we invite
everyone to consider lending a hand. Whether you are the liturgist, greeter, take the
offering, sing in the choir, serve coffee and snacks, or take on one of the other
Sunday morning tasks, every helping hand makes a difference!

The Dust Has Settled!
The work is finished, the disruption is behind us, and our beautiful new carpet is finally
in place! Thank you to everyone for your patience while the project was underway.
Donations toward the cost of the new carpet are still gratefully accepted and will help
cover the cost.

Before During After



On August 29, Valley Presbyterian Church was filled with love, laughter,

and joy as Greg and Elza Larson celebrated their wedding. Elza’s sisters

joined many members of the congregation in sharing this beautiful and

memorable occasion. Our warmest congratulations and best wishes to

the happy couple!
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A Joyous Celebration



Watch this space for news, views and interesting items submitted by members of our congregation. 
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Submitted by
Penny Prapotnik



Mesquite Christian Academy is already beginning the second month of the new
school year. We have many things planned this year, including field trips, two big
fund-raisers, two concerts and three graduations at the end of the year! Our
first annual fall fundraiser/benefit/silent auction, "The Harvest of Hope Benefit,"
will be held on October 22 at the Holiday Inn Resort. Please visit our website at:
mesquitechristianacademy.org to get more information or to sign up. 
Our K-5th grade students went across the street, on a field trip to Virgin Valley
Veterinary Hospital, and were able to go back to where the Veterinary doctors
do their thing. Not only did they have fun, they learned many things and met
some pets as well. 

You are all invited to join us at our Christmas Concert at River Valley Bible
Church on Hafen Lane, on December 10th at 6:00 p.m. The students are already
learning their songs.

We have so many wonderful donors that help support our school. Wendie Black
donated many "God Save America" t-shirts to our school, thank you!
We appreciate and thank you Valley Presbyterian Church, that so much of our
great support comes from your people! The Lord continues to bless us through
you.
Come visit our school anytime and if you would like to volunteer, let us know.

Sue Lapple (Ells), Principal
Mesquite Christian Academy
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From Mesquite Christian Academy

Visit Our Website:
www.mesquitechristianacademy.org  



You can view Sunday services live or at a later time by 
going to the services section of vpcmesquite.com
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Weekly Bible studies are
planned for this fall.  Dates,
times and other details will
be announced soon. All are
welcome!

Bible Study Opportunities

Sunday Service is 9:30 a.m. each week with coffee, snacks and fellowship

afterward.  All are welcome.

Communion Service is the 1   Sunday of each month.st

Food bank donations should be put in Carol Peters’ car on the 1  Sunday of

each month or left in the vestibule anytime. Cash donations are always

welcome. 

st

The Men’s Mission Group will meet monthly for lunch starting again this fall.

The first meeting will be Monday Oct. 12, 11:30 at Wedgies.

The Session meets the 2  Thursday of each month at 10:00 at church.nd

Women’s Mission Group meets the 2  Thursday of each month at 1:00 at

church.

nd

Submission deadline for the next newsletter is November 15th.
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From I-15, Exit 120 towards Falcon Ridge Parkway
Turn right onto W Pioneer Blvd.
Turn left at the first light 
Turn left at the third roadway
Turn right at the second roadway
Follow signs to VPC parking area

Heading towards I-15 on Falcon Ridge Parkway
Turn left onto Bertha Howe Ave.
Turn right at first roadway on the right
Turn left at first roadway on the left
Continue to VPC parking area

Contact Information

Valley Presbyterian Church
 350 Falcon Ridge Parkway, Suite 702
 Mesquite, NV 89027

Phone: (702) 346-5683
Email: valleypres@rconnects.com
Website: www.vpcmesquite.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8 a.m. – 12 noon
YouTube: Search “VPC Mesquite NV”
Pastor: Ross Doyel
Cell: (702) 606-1550
Email: rdoyel@yahoo.com

2026 Session Members
Moderator
Rev. Ross Doyel
Administration & Clerk of Session
Carol Peters
Fellowship
Cozy Ross
Finance
Ron Wright
Mission/Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shirley Jessup
Outreach/Communication 
Skip Clayborn
Property/Men’s Mission
Milt Riley
Worship
Kathy Bakken
Advisory Member
Carol Howells

Office Administrator: Karen Warner
Accompanists:

Linda Shannon – Piano
Mary Bowers – Piano
Carol Rutherford - Piano

Hymn Leader: Tom Mercer
Newsletter: Sue and Mike Williams


